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IN  THE  *  •  ATTEH  OF  THE  TLL-TRE.VjfENT  OF 
PRISONERS  OF  WAR  AND  ATROCITIES  COv,'ITTED  AT 
HONGKONG  FROY  SEPTE'33P.  1941  UNTIL  APRIL  1944. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I,  Lieutenant-colonel  CEDRIC  OVEF.TON  SHACKLSTON,  Royal  Array 
?!edicrl  Corns,  with  porranant  address  at  j  Caro  of  "essrs.  GLYN, 
:'ILLS  *  Co.,  Rankers  (Holt's  Branch),  'vEITEKALL ,  LONDON ,  S.W.l, 
I'AKE  OATH  and  say  os  follows  :- 

1.  I  was  Senior  British  Medical  Officer  at  HONGKONG  and  com¬ 
manded  B07EN  ROAD  Hospital  there  from  April  1939  and  I  was  ac¬ 
tive  in  this  capacity  at  BOWEN  ROAD  Hospital,  HONGKONG  when 
HONGKONG  capitulated  to  the  Japanese  on  25  December  1941. 

2.  I  remained  at  301VEN  F.OAD  from  25  December  1941  until  8 
August  1942.  I  was  then  moved  to  ARGYLL  STFEET  CAVP,  known  as 
CamD  ’N*,  on  the  mainland  v/here  I  stayed  from  8  August  1942 
until  20  April  1944.  I  then  was  transferred  to  SUV'SITUIPO  Camp, 
known  as  Camp  'S'  on  the  mainland  v/here  I  remained,  for  nine  days. 

I  left  SH\’rSKUTPO  en  route  for  JAPAN  on  29  /'prll  1944. 

3.  I  now  see  before  me  two  statements  signed  respectively  by 
Miss  A.  F.  GORDON,  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service,  r.nd  Mrs. 

J.  ANDREWS -LEVINGF,  marked  respectively  ‘A*  and  ' E '  and  exhibited 
to  this  affidavit.  I  have  many  times  spoken  to  both  these  ladies 
and  they  have  described  to  me  in  parson  all  the  incidents  to 
which  they  refer  in  their  statements. 

4.  I  now  see  before  me  copies  of  statements  made  by  : 

No.  7262319  -  Serjeant  T.R.  CUNNINGHAM,  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps; 

No.  7262538  -  Corooral  N.J.  LEATH,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps; 
No.  7259991  -  Serjeant  H.  PEASSGOOD,  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps;  and 

No.  7262360  -  Serjeant  J.  K.  ANDERSON,  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps. 

These  copies  are  marked  respectively  *C*  to  'F'  inclusive  and 
are  attached  ns  exhibits  to  this  affidavit. 

I  myself  have  discussed  with  these  four  Royal  Army  Medical 
Corps  non-commissioned  officers  the  conditions  and  experiences 
which  they  relate  in  their  statements  and  can  confirm  that  they 
mentioned  these  natters  to  me  personally. 

5.  Some  time  in  January  1942  Officers,  Other  Ranks.  Nursing 
Staff  and  Patients  at  BOWEN  ROAD  were  called  upon  by  the  Japanese 
to  sign  a  statement  to  the  effect  that,  ns  prisoners  of  war,  we 
would  make  no  attempt  to  escape.  Nearly  everybody  refused  to 
sign.  However,  we  the  medical  staff  agreed  to  an  amended  state¬ 
ment  whereby  we  agreed  not  to  attempt  to  escape  while  employed 

in  the  hospital.  After  we  had  signed  the  amended  statement  I 
know  that  all  up-patients  were  taken  in  the  heat  of  mid-day  to 
an  open  soace  and  a  threat  was  made  that  they  would  be  kept 
there  until  they  signed  the  original  form  of  affidavit.  The 
Senior  Naval  Officer  by  the  name  of  Captain  C.V.TBELL  and  the 
Senior  Canadian  Officer  we re  taken  away  and  were  interrogated 
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and,  I  understand,  that  they  eventually  signed  under  cuross  by 
reason  of  a  threat  that  collective  punishment  would  otherwise 
ensue.  The  Japanese  who  presented  the  ultimatum  to  me  regard¬ 
ing  the  signing  of  the  "no  escaeo"  affidavit  was,  I  think, 
Lieutenant  S V J.\r A  who  was  Commandant  of  the  hospital,  and  a 
Japanese  corporal  by  the  name  of  CIANO. 

6.  There  was  brought  to  BOWEN  ROAD  Hospital  soon  after 
Christens  1941  a  Canadian  soldier;  he  was  riddled  with  machine- 
gun  bullets  the  wounds  being  infected  with  maggots,  Ke  was 
treated  and  eventually  recovered.  Fe  subsequently  told  me  that 
a  number  of  Canadian  prisoners  who  had  surrendered  wore  tied  up 
together  and  rachine-aunnod  in  a  heap.  All  wo  re  killed  except 
him  and  he  v/as  left  for  dead, 

7.  A  few  days  after  Christmas  1941  I  was  informed  by  some  of 
civilian  medical  staff  that  they  had  seen  the  remains  of 

British  officers  who  had  been  decapitated, 

8.  During  the  tire  that  I  was  a  prisoner  at  BOWEN  HOAD 
Hospital  I  remained  there  and  did  not  go  out  except  with  express 
permission  and  on  the  authority  of  a  Pass  which  was  given  to 
me*,  the  result  was  that  I  was  rarely  out  of  the  hospital,  I 
did  make  a  visit  with  the  fenicr  Japanese  Medical  Officer,  a 
Major  KOFNTSH,  to  STANLEY  Prison,  the  internees'  Carp  and  to 
the  Japanese  Headquarters.  There,  Major  KORN IS H  interrogated  me 
but  his  questions  were  quite  proper;  I  do  not  complain  of  him, 

I  must  say,  however,  that  the  Japanese  purused  an  obstructive 
-'olicy  throughout  and  always  met  any  objections  which  I  sub¬ 
mitted  with  threats  of  collective  punishment.  Save  for  reduced 
rations  and  the  curtailment  of  our  amusements  and  sport3  these 
threats  were  not  carried  out, 

9.  On  26  and  27  December  1941  I  asked  for  permission  to  allow 
parties  to  go  out  to  collect  our  wounded  but  permission  was 
refused.  Later  I  obtained  permission  to  collect  wounded  v/ho 
had  been  reported. 

10.  There  w-s  located  at  the  SILESIA  FISSION  in  HONGKONG  a 
very  large  reserve  of  medical  stores.  About  Fay  or  June  1942  a 
serious  epidemic  of  diphtheria  broke  out  at  SHA;rSHUIPO  Camp. 

I  had  no  contact  with  SKA’SHUIPO  Camp  but  the  Japanese  sent  to 
me  cases  whom  I  discovered  were  suffering  from  skin  conditions 
affected  by  diphtheria  organisms.  Moreover,  I  heard  rumours  of 
the  epidemic  at  SHAFSHFIPO.  I  several  times  asked  both 
Lieutenant  SAW  ALA  and  Cor  corn  1  CI.ANO  that  anti-diphtheria 
serum  -  forming  part  of  the  said  reserve  store  -  should  be 
made  available.  I  was  informed  that  this  was  impossible  be¬ 
cause  the  Japanese  Navy  had  taken  over  the  store. 

11.  On  8  August  1942  I  was  removed  from  BOV'EN  ROAD  to  ARGYLL 
STREET  Camp  (Camp  * N • )  on  the  mainland  where  I  remained  until 
20  April  1944.  There  were  thirteen  medical  officers  there  and 
I  was  the  Senior  Medical  Officer. 

12.  During  the  whole  time  that  I  was  senior  medical  officer 
at  Camp  *N*  the  medicines  provided  were  grossly  inadequate  to 
cope  with  the  number  of  diseases  caused  by  malnutrition,  and 
such  diseases  as  beri  beri,  palagra  and  failing  vision.  On 
dozens  of  occasions  I  have  sent  in  of^i  ial  requests  for  drugs 
and  increased  diet  to  Colonel  TOKSNFGA  and  Captain  SAI^O  who 
were,  respectively,  the  Commandant  and  medical  officer  of  all 
the  camps  in  the  area.  These  requests  met  with  no  response  at 
all.  I  was,  however,  able  to  obtain  some  supplies  of  drugs 
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surraptlciouslv.  Rations  wore  extreivly  short  during  most  ef 
thl3  porlod ;  in  1944  the  groin  ration  fell  os  low  os  480  gramme* 
per  ho^d  Dor  dien.  Tho  calorific  value  of  the  ration  in  1944 
vos  15?6  ;  in  \nrJl  and  Mn y  1944  it  foil  ns  la.?  as  1348.  Tho 
minimum  colorific  v'lua  to  maintain  health  is  estimated  at 
2500  nor  dion.  Vho  o/otein  consumption  was  estimated  at  .5 
grammes  per  kiloweight.  One  gramma  is  considorod  to  be  the 
minimum.  These  figures  show  that  tho  1 ood  supplied  was  an 
absolute  starvation  diet.  Had  wo  boon  unable  to  obtain  food 
from  other  sources  there  would  have  bo ^n  many  deaths  from  actua1 
starvation.  However,  v/c  ware  able  to  cuor>l?m?nt  the  starvation 
ration  from  tho  canteen  and  from  food  parcels.  mhis  addition 
wes  Just  sufficient  to  support  life;  nevertheless,  wo  always 
had.  rony  ca*»cs  of  deficiency  diseases.  The  average  loss  of 
weight  among  the  prisoners  vas  nporoximntely  thirty-five  pounds. 

13.  During  the  timo  that  I  w-'s  at  Camp  ,N*  the  total  number 
of  Red  Cross  packages  received  wa 3  one  and  one-fifth  per 
prisoner.  Enormous  quantities  of  Rod  Cross  parcels  were  stored 
at  HOLTS  fJIARF,  KOWLOON  on  tho  mainland.  These  v?cre  freely 
taken  by  the  Jaoaneso.  I  have  soon  Japanese  consuming  the  con¬ 
tents  of  Red.  Crons  parcels  nr.d  T  hnv? - seen  erpty  Fed 

Cross  packages  in  refuse  bins  behind  the  Japanese  Prison  Head¬ 
quarters.  .ill  the  Japanese  there,  inducing  Colon :1  TOKENUGA, 
in  my  opinion,  were  involved. 


14.  whilo  I  Y/as  rt  Camp  'I!1  there  were  at  least  a  douen  cases 
of  ruptured  rastric  ulcers  anc  acute  appendicitis  requiring 
immediate  opejations.  Every  time  most  dangerous  d.lay  was 
experienced  because  tho  Japanese  refused  to  "llov;  the  matter 

to  be  dealt  v/ith  at  once.  The  Japanese  directly  responsible 
for  this  was  Caotnin  SAT TO.  No  bearers  were  given  to  carry 
the  patients  to  the  theatre  in  the  Indian  Prisoner  of  n*ar  Camp 
which  v;as  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  rile  away,  and  the 
surgeon,  hi3  assistant  and  the  anaesthetist  were  obliged  to 
carry  the  patients. 

15.  I  have  rend  the  affidavit  made  on  23  November  1945  by 
Lieutenant-colonel  F.  D.  FIL'D,  Royal  Artillery.  I  confirm  : 

(a)  Paragraph  7  of  the  said  affidavit.  In  this  connection 

I  remember  that  I  tried  to  send  Colonel 
NS.f* AN’s  tooth-brush  andshaving  kit  to 
him  at  STANLEY  Gaol  tut  was  told  by  the 
Interpreter  (probably  NO^UFA)  that  Colonel 
NEWI'AN  would  have  no  noed  of  these. 

(b)  Paragraph  8  of  the  said  affidavit.  In  s.ddit.on  I  Y/ould 

say  that  Colonel  LSVF.TT,  Royal  Coras  of 
Signals,  Comnvnder  w.  I.  O  OWTIIER,  R.  N. 
Retires,  Captain  WOODWARD,  Indian  Medical 
Service,  also  Lieut  nant-colonel  FIELD, 
Royal  Artillery,  wore  also  removed  from 
Camp  fN •  in  connection  with  this  enquiry, 
keot  in  solitary  confinement  for  three 
weeks  in  very  severe  conditions,  starved 
and  ill-treated.  When  I  saw  them  three 
weeks  later  they  were  in  very  poor  condi¬ 
tion.  These  officers  had  been  sworn  to 
3ocrocy  as  regards  their  treatment. 

The  Japanese  responsible  were  the  K5!!?ETAI. 

(c)  Paragraph  14  of  the  said  af? idavit  is  confirmed  in  its 

entirety. 
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16.  During  the  nine  days  I  was  In  SHAMSHUIPO  before  leaving 
for  TOKYO  I  asked  a  Japanese  interpreter  named  HASEGAWA  whether 
he  could  obtain  for  me  any  nail  as  I  had  received  no  letters  for 
over  a  year.  HASEGAWA  was  most  helpful  and  kind;  he  promised  to 
look  and  later  produced  to  no  nineteen  letters.  These  ho  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Japanese  Headquarters.  It  was,  therefore,  clear  to 
me  that  the  mail  to  the  prisoners  was  being  retained  there.  He 
told  mo  that  there  were  sacks  of  mail  at  the  Japanese  Headquarto. 


Lire  t 
told 


17.  The  following  persons  might  be  able  to  give  useful  evidence 
in  regard  to  conditions  at  HONGKONG  :- 


Dr.  SELWYN-CLAPuKE,  D.  M.  S.  (Civil),  IIONGKONG,  who,  I 

believe,  is  now  at  the  EMPRESS  CLUB, 
DOVER  STREET,  LONDON; 

riss  DYSON,  now  of  Queen  Alexander's  Imperial  Military 

Nursing  Service,  who  was  at  STANLEY 
INTERNMENT  CA’P  and,  previously  my 
matron  at  BOWEN  ROAD  ; 

Hiss  KELLY,  -  -  whoso  present  address  is  "The  COTTAGE", 

Botchworth,  SURREY  . 

?la J or  P.  C.  BOWIE,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  who  followed 

mo  at  30Y.EN  ROAD  Hospital  and  would  be 
likely  to  be  able  to  give  useful 
evidence. 

18.  I  would  describe  Lieutenant  SAW ADA  as  aged  about  thirty-two 

height  five  feet  six  or  Sevan  inches; 
weight  120  pounds;  black  hair;  wore 
glasses;  clean  shaven;  sallow  complexto 
fairly  lightly  built. 

I  would  describe  Corporal  CIANO  ns  aged  about  twonty-two  or 

twenty-throe;  height  five  feet;  stock- 
ily  built;  weight  120  pounds.  I  boliov- 
he  was  a  chemical  laboratory  student  be¬ 
fore  the  war.  He  was  clean-shaven  and 
did  not  wear  glasses. 


SWORN  by  the  aforesaid  CEDRIC  OVERTON  SHACKLE TON) 
at  6  Soring  Gardens  in  the  City  of  WESTMINSTER  ) 
this  ELEVENTH  day  of  DECEMBER  194?.  ) 

(SIGNED)  C. 


BEFORE  ME, 


0.  SHACKLETON. 


(SIGNED)  A.A.P.  HUNT, 

Captain  Legal  Staff. 

Military  Department, 

Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
LONDON,  S.W.l. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  affidavit. 

(signed)  R.  G.  del-Wormell,  Major 

Legal  Staff, 

Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General. 
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